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The quest for national 
development has necessitated the desire to 
ensure that education gets to every 
citizenry in Nigeria. The desire for national 
development has also placed education as 
an instrument for excellence for effective 
national development. (FRN 2004) 
Education, therefore is seen an the 
aggregate of all the process by means of 
which a person develops abilities, attitudes 
and forms of behaviour of positive value in 
the society in which he leaves (Fafunwa,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983). Several nations, Nigeria inclusive 
have since realized the importance of 
Education and have without much a due, 
realized that there can be no significant or 
sustainable transformation in society 
without education. Entrepreneurship 
education is a special education designed 
and introduced recently into educational 
curriculum, it is a special education with 
specific objectives designed to meet with 
the national development objective of 
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Abstract 
The importance of the acquisition of entrepreneurship education as part 
of our curriculum studies has being stressed. It is the most important 
type of education that Nigeria needs as a nation to get out of the 
apparent and unfortunate death of job opportunities. For a while now, 
numerous tertiary institutions (Government and private owned) have 
been turning our graduates for the Nigerian society, without 
commensurate job opportunities to absorb these graduates. The 
unfortunate result of the situation is a seeming waste of the agile and 
dynamic youth who should have been the workforce of the nation. This 
paper stresses the need to adopt the global trend in which the economy 
is private-sector driven for the achievement of the Millennium 
development Goals and sustainability. One of the recommendations 
proffered in this paper is that the federal government should make 
compulsory acquisition of entrepreneur skills for the award of a degree 
in Nigeria.        
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Nigeria. For example, the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) of Nigeria.  
 The concept entrepreneurship 
education, amongst other definitions, can 
be seen as that education given to enhance 
the total development of individidual, with 
necessary attitude, knowledge and skills, 
arts of solving problems, and the art of self 
reliance. Entrepreneurship in this context 
essentially is seen as an investment for 
redirection, re-evaluation, inhibiting of 
new core value, norms and standards that 
would align with the requirements of the 
global realistic (Osuwa 2006 in Akpale 
2009).Entrepreneurship education is a 
special training given to student of 
Vocational and technical education to 
acquire skills, ideas and managerial 
abilities for self-employment. (Asuquo 
2007). Entrepreneurship (Lankford 2003, 
in Asuquo, 2010) is the process of creating 
something different with value by devoting 
the necessary time and assuming the 
accompanying financial psychic and social 
risks and receiving the resulting rewards of 
most person satisfaction.   
 Entrepreneurship is the act of 
exercising entrepreneurial skills. For one to 
acquire these entrepreneurial skills he/she 
most possess entrepreneurial competences. 
These include a combination of 
motivation, vision with judgment, 
determination, optimism, courage, 
endurance, communication and the power 
of creating co-operation which finds 
market opportunities (Ezeudu 2008 in 
Josephine 2007).  
 Entrepreneurship skills therefore 
involve setting up small business ventures 
such as setting up of a fish pond, poultry 

farm, sewing institute, department stores, 
production of soaps and detergents, 
making of body creams, production of 
dyes, clourants, production of insecticides, 
pesticides and herbicides. Similarly, an 
entrepreneurship education is that 
education that empowers individuals. To 
empower means to give authority, to 
enable someone or group of persons gain 
power. Empowerment means the ability to 
overcome that structural obstacle that 
hinders someone from excelling. And can 
be seen as the power, authority and consent 
given to someone to carry out certain 
activities on his/her own without someone 
intervening. (Abimik and Duktor 2008: in 
Ogboekirigwe 2009). 
 
Objectives of Entrepreneur Education  
 Education, all through the ages and 
in different countries including Nigeria, 
has been used as an instrument for national 
and individual development.  
1. To initiate creativity and 

innovativeness into the students 
studying vocational skills.  

2. To equip them with the ability to be 
able to manage small and medium 
scale size business.  

3. To develop in students positive attitude 
towards business entrepreneurship.  

4. To be able to seek the higher type of 
the business information. 

From the foregoing, the individual 
that is given this type of education, skills is 
called an Entrepreneur. 

An entrepreneur in this context is 
the originator or creator of a profit seeking 
or economic organization established for 
the purpose of providing goods and 
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services for the consumption of the society 
in which such organization is located 
(Ogundele 2006 in Akpale 2010).  
 Development is a change towards 
patterns of human values that allow a 
society greater control over its political 
destiny and that, which enable the 
individuals increase control over 
themselves. It is a process; it is 
characterized by increased productivity. 
Equalization in the distribution of social 
productions and the emergence of 
indigenous institutions. (Alele 1986 in 
Ikwuakam 2007).  
 From the above, an entrepreneur 
can be referred to as the agent of economic 
and social change.  This paper 
centered that entrepreneurship education in 
Nigeria must focus on providing new 
breads entrepreneur with visions for the 
future employment and also have multiple 
skills for gainful employment. The concept 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
over view.  
 In the year 2000 members of 189 
state of United Nations adopted 
Millennium Development that set-eight 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
most of which are to be achieved by 2015. 
(Tzannatos, 2006 in Ada, 2010) The 
declaration commits the international 
community and member states of the UN 
to the following;   
 

1. Eradication of Extreme Poverty 
And Hunger: Reduce by half the 
proportion of people living on less 
than a dollar a day. Reduce by half 
the proportion of people who suffer 
from hunger.  

2. Achievement of Universal 
Primary Education: Ensure that 
all boys and girls complete a full 
course of primary education.  

3. Promotion of Gender Equality 
and Empowerment of Women: 
Eliminate gender disparity in 
primary and secondary education 
preferably by 2005, and at all levels 
by 2015.  

4. Reduction of Child Mortality: 
Reduce by two thirds the mortality 
rate among children under five.  

5. Improvement in Maternal 
Health: Reduce by three-quarters 
the maternal mortality ratio.  

6. Reversing the Spread of Diseases 
Especially HIV/AIDS and 
Malarias: Halt and begin to reveres 
the spread of HIV/AIDS and the 
incidence of malarias and other 
major diseases.  

7. Ensuring Environmental 
Sustainability: Integrate the 
principles of sustainable 
development into country policies 
and programme, reverse loss of 
environmental access to safe 
drinking water. Achieve significant 
improvement in the lives of at least 
100 million slum dwellers by 2020. 

8. Creating a Global Partnership 
for Development: With targets for 
aid, trade debt relief, access to 
information, access to essential 
drugs, youth and special needs for 
land-locked countries (Ada 2010).  
In addition to Eradication of 

extreme poverty and hunger as a stand 
alone goal (MDG1) Entrepreneurship 
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education has an important role of 
achieving MDGs Achieving the 
eradication of extreme poverty and hunger 
is fundamental sustainability and 
developing global partnership for 
development.  

The national policy on Education 
(2004) State that one of the goals of the 
nation is the building of a great and 
dynamic economy. In pursuance of the 
goal, fiscal and momentary policies were 
evolved by the government. One of such 
policy initiatives is the introduction of 
entrepreneurship education in our higher 
education curriculum. The curriculum is 
structured to cover those necessary skills 
and competencies necessary for self-
employment and self-reliance.  

Unemployment is globally 
identified as the most socio-economic 
problem. Many other socio-economic vices 
such as corruption, armed banditry, 
prostitution and so on are off-shoots of 
unemployment.  
 
Rationale for Entrepreneurship Education 
for Achievement of Millennium Goals 
(MDGs) for Sustainability 
 In line with the objectives of 
general education as a process of training 
and instruction especially as given to 
children and young people in schools with 
a view to equipping them with knowledge, 
skills and attitudes necessary to enable 
them to function in their various society, 
the need for entrepreneurship education 
cannot be overemphasized in our quest for 
national development and sustainability.  

1. Entrepreneurship Education is a 
training of manpower in all areas of 
technology.  

2. It provides technical knowledge of 
vocational skills necessary for 
industrial development.  

3. It provide people who can apply 
scientific knowledge to the 
improvement and solving of 
environmental problems  

4. It provide training and impart 
necessary skills leading to the 
production of craftsmen, technicians 
and other personnel who will be self-
reliant, enterprising, and have 
intelligent understanding of 
technology.  

 (Fatuyi 2008: Lemon 2004, in 
Akpale 2009) The wealth and economic 
sell-reliance of a nation is directly 
proportional to its level of scientific or 
technological development. 
Entrepreneurship education has the routine 
of developing entrepreneurial skills in the 
youth and has the efficient way of reducing 
the level of poverty in the society.  
 
Entrepreneurial Initiatives in 
Vocational Education  
 In the face of shrinking public 
sector jobs, the most beneficial way to 
access the labour market is self-
employment. The nation has no option 
than to embrace and fully appreciate the 
private-sector opportunities. Itemized 
initiatives for prospective entrepreneur 
includes:-  

1. Generating of idea.  
2. Setting the business objective. 
3. Drawing up the business plan.  
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4. Identifying the needs (Resources).  
5. Understanding the Economic 

Environment. 
6. Strengths and weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats.  
7. Strategizing the market.  
8. Getting started.   

 Sustenance of national 
development of a process of change in 
which the exploitation of resources, 
direction of investments, orientation of 
technological development and 
institutional change, harmoniously meet 
the needs of the present generation. It is 
also enhancement of an enduring socio-
economic and political development 
capable of improving gross national 
product (GNP) or any given nation (Umoh 
2007 in Abubakar 2009).       
 
Conclusion 
 Education has been recognized as 
the most important factor used by man to 
conquer his environment, have government 
made education a veritable tool for 
eradication of poverty, hunger and 
ignorance and for achievement of 
economic development. In other words, the 
federal government reform agenda for the 
education system was triggered by the 
desire to achieve rational development 
through attainment of the goals of 
Education For All (EFA).  
 The MDGs are mentioned earlier 
in this paper are a serious of eight-time-
bound development goals that seek to 
address issues of poverty, education, 
gender disparity, health the environment 
and global partnership for development 
agreed to be achieved by the year 2015 

(FGN, 2006 in Josephine 2010). It is no 
gain saying here that entrepreneurship 
Education is important, but a most in the 
face of increasing unemployment. The 
young graduates from the education 
system can fall back on the entrepreneurial 
skills they had acquires while in school by 
setting up small business ventures of their 
own to make a living. In this way they 
become self-reliant thereby alleviating 
poverty and hunger, instead of roaming the 
streets endlessly in search of non-existent 
jobs.   
 
Recommendations  

1. Acquisition of entrepreneurial skills 
should be made a compulsory 
requirement for the award of a degree.  

2. Entrepreneurial Education should be 
made mandatory programme in all the 
higher institution in Nigeria.  

3. Lecturers should be adequately 
motivated through re-training and 
incentives.  

4. Government should be sincere in the 
provision of facilities and equipment 
for the teaching and learning of 
entrepreneurial skills.    

5. Loan facilities should be made 
accessible to graduates of 
entrepreneurial skills to purchase 
equipment and facilities to facilitate 
employment.  

6. Practical training programme of 
vocational institutions should be re-
focused by laying more emphasis on 
product adaptations, technology, 
product development, design and 
construction. This will stimulate more 
participation in the productive sector 
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and gradual development of 
indigenous technology, hence 
sustainability of development.  
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